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THEME

Cities have always been centres of human activity, serving
as hubs for trade, culture, and innovation. As urban areas
grow in size and complexity, it is important to ensure that
all residents have access to the opportunities and resources
that cities offer. However, cities face significant challenges in
terms of inequality, poverty, and social exclusion. The theme
of this 2nd international conference is “The capacity of the
state to achieve inclusive cities”. Cities are defined as urban
environments that provide opportunities for all residents
to participate fully in the economic, social, and cultural life.
Inclusive cities should be designed and managed to allow all
residents to participate fully in the city's economic, social, and
cultural life, regardless of their socio-economic background,
gender, race, religion, or other characteristics. This requires
a holistic approach to consider the needs and perspectives
of all residents, and address many factors that drive social
exclusion and inequality. The capacity of the state to achieve
inclusive cities is a complex and multi-faceted issue that
requires a deep understanding of the many factors that
shape cities. This includes understanding the role of different
actors and institutions, such as governments, civil society
organisations, and the private sector, in shaping urban policy
and practice. It also requires understanding the dynamics
of urban development, such as how urban infrastructure
and services, housing, and economic opportunities shape
residents’ experiences.

This conference seeks to foster cross-disciplinary dialogue
and collaboration between researchers, practitioners,
policymakers, and community members to explore the
capacity of the state to achieve inclusive cities. We believe
that by bringing together a diverse group of stakeholders, we
can identify innovative solutions and strategies to help cities
become more inclusive and equitable places to live, work
and play.
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Overall, this conference aims to promote an understanding
of the complex dynamics of cities and provide a platform
for exchanging ideas, knowledge, and best practices on
inclusive cities.

Papers that address specific case studies and practical
examples of inclusive city initiatives, policies, and programs
are highly encouraged. We also look forward to papers
that examine the challenges and barriers that cities face in
creating inclusive environments, such as lack of funding,
political will, or community engagement. Furthermore,
papers that discuss the role of technology and data in
promoting inclusivity and examine the intersectionality of
various marginalised groups, such as race, class, gender, and
disability, are highly welcomed.

At Inclusive Cities 2023, we would like to highlight the
following main sub-themes:

® Inclusive economy

® Inclusive education

® Inclusive health system

® Inclusive cities and built environment

® Technology and data to promote inclusivity

® Governance and institutions in promoting inclusivity

® (limate change and environmental degradation on
inclusivity

We welcome submissions from various disciplines, including
but not limited to urban planning, sociology, political science,
public policy, economics, and community development.
We look forward to receiving your submissions and to an
engaging and productive dialogue at the conference.
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ABSTRACTS AND PAPERS
SHOULD BE EMAILED TO
Dr Fortune Mangara
mangaraf@ukzn.ac.za and

Mr Samuel Medayese
medayeses@ukzn.ac.za

copying Prof. Hangwelani Hope
Magidhimisa-Chipungu at
magidimishah@ukzn.ac.za

PLEASE INCLUDE:
Title of abstract
Name (s) of the author (s)
Affiliation (s)

Email address (es)

SUBMISSION TIMETABLE:

Submission of abstract
(300 words)

Before 30 March 2023

Feedback on the general
acceptance of abstracts

Before 15 June 2023

The full paper for reviewing has
to be submitted
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For any issues or concerns,
please direct them to
Dr Fortune Mangara
mangaraf@ukzn.ac.za
. garaf@ Y,
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